










































































BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES
Council of the County of Maui

March 23, 2005 (Pukalani)

Kahului and parts of Kihei and Lahaina need more trees. These are very hot areas. Now
the care of trees. When we obtain a position called the Maui County Arborist, I think,
Charmaine, you were Director of Parks and Recreation at that time, we had a backlog of
hazardous trees within parks and along County roads. Now his pruning and tree removal
budget is about 40,000 a year. He, the County Arborist, is competing with abandoned
vehicles, which we have a surplus of, and Community Workday beautification funds all
feed these organizations.

Now these funds have gotten bigger, but his budget for tree care has remained static if not
decreased. Haiku Road, for instance, close to Toma(?) Garage, a much traveled stretch of
highway, had an enormous eucalyptus tree fall in April of this year. Luckily, it fell at
about 12:30 at night when there was no traffic on the road. There’s still about three dead
eucalyptus trees standing and many others that have never had dead limbs removed.

The County Arborist told me he has no funds to remove dead trees in that area. His
budget is too small. Now his needs, well, he needs funds to plant and prune trees and
remove them when they are hazardous before they cause accidents and personal injury.
Lawsuits are very, very expensive. Now 300,000 is cheap for the benefits gained from
trees. So much for trees.

The other aspect for Parks and Recreation is I'm a swimmer, and I have swam in many
pools. Now we have a beautiful pool Upcountry, a beautiful pool in Kihei, in Wailuku,
and Lahaina. Now if you like to join me for a swim, come to Pukalani pool, and you will
thoroughly enjoy it. Now go take a shower, the men especially. You will be showering
in ice cold water. Now that has been that way for months. They also have an exercise
pool there where people go when they have handicap to exercise their legs. Ice cold
since the middle of summer.

CHAIR KANE: Mr. Rezents, I’'m going to have to ask you to, you’ve reached four minutes and
you’re continuing.

MR. REZENTS: AmI?

CHAIR KANE: Yes, sir. So if you could please --
MR. REZENTS: .. .(Inaudible). ..

CHAIR KANE: -- it wouldn’t be fair to everybody else.

MR. REZENTS: I’'m sorry, I didn’t hear you. Thank you very much for your time. I've said my
piece. Trees are number one, pool number two.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you very much. Hang on one second. Mr. Rezents, hang on. Hang on.
Any questions for Mr. Rezents? I have a question, Mr. Rezents.
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MR. REZENTS: Thank you.
CHAIR KANE: I know you’re on the Arborist Committee and you talk about the $300,000.
MR. REZENTS: Yeah.

CHAIR KANE: Is that a one time, or is that going to be a recurring, or, or does the Committee
have something that can be submitted to the Council for review?

MR. REZENTS: We would like to have this be recurring, a line item. We’re afraid that if it’s
put into the budget as a whole, they’ll cockroach from different places, and then
something will go unattended. So we’d like to have this a line item reoccurring every
year as a minimum figure. And I know Mr. Pontanilla can speak on behalf of Verizon.
They spent a lot of money on tree care. So 300,000 is a drop in the bucket..

CHAIR KANE: Did, did you folks develop a budget showing, itemizing out how the 300,000 is
going to be spent?

MR. REZENTS: No. No, we have not.

CHAIR KANE: Can you, can the Committee put together something so that we can begin to --

MR. REZENTS: Definitely.

CHAIR KANE: -- to have that discussion with you?

MR. REZENTS: Definitely.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you very much, Mr. Rezents.

CHAIR KANE: Okay. We're going to be taking about a five-minute recess ladies and
gentlemen. I'm showing it being about 7:20. We’ll reconvene at about 7:25ish.
Recess. . .(gavel). . .

RECESS: 7:22 p.m.

RECONVENE: 7:34p.m.

CHAIR KANE: .. .(gavel). .. All right, let’s reconvene. Next to testify we have Dawn Jernaill
and Jasmeet(?) Jernaill.

MS. JERNAILL: Hi. I'm here on behalf of the Hui Noeau. I'm here on behalf of the Hui
Noeau Visual Arts Center. I'm a mother of three and over the past five years we have
participated in various classes from painting, drawings, ceramics, to metal smithing. And
I just feel that they provide a wonderful service to the community, great exposure and
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experience in the visual arts, and I encourage you to support them, particularly their
classes for children and teens.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Ms. Jernaill. Jas.

MR. JERNAILL: My name is Jas Jernaill. I'm 14 year old, 14 years old, and I'm speaking on
behalf of the Hui Noeau Visual Arts Center. I feel that the Hui Noeau is a very important
asset of the community. It provides experience in the visual arts to people of all ages. 1
have participated in paper making, drawing, pottery, and am presently doing metal
smithing. 1 would also like to comment on the wonderfulness, effectiveness, and
thoroughness of the teachers that I have met and the camps that the Hui Noeau has
provided.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Jas. Members, any questions? Great job. Keep swimming,
bruddah. Deborah Peterson. And following Ms. Peterson is Warren Watanabe.

MS. PETERSON: Aloha, my name is Deborah Peterson. I am here on behalf of the Maui Arts
and Cultural Center tonight. I wanted to talk about some, encouraging you to continue
your support and thank you for your support of the Maui Arts and Cultural Center.

The Maui Arts and Cultural Center serves 18,000 students a year through their Can Do
Days, reaching out through the, the field trips, the visiting artists’ performances and their
residency program where they bring artists in the schools. We not only do that, but we
encourage the Mauli, the, it’s part of the economic engine as well. The Center helps
attract corporate groups that generate upwards of $15 million a year in our economy. It
also spends about 90 percent of its budget annually on the island, and the artists at the
MACC attracts and spend handsomely on hotel rooms, food, and tourist attractions.

The Center has began, begun to give Maui a national and global profile as a cultural
destination. It helps to position Maui as a desirable destination for visitors and returning
visitors and part time residents with cultural interests and helps attract and retain its
skilled and talented work force. It now provides a sense of community for Maui
community residents.

The MACC has become a central gathering place for promo. . ., for people from
throughout the Island. Last season over 235,000 people gathered and attended 1,750
events at the Maui Cultural, Arts and Cultural Center. More than half of these events
were sponsored by community organizations. Over 143 individuals are ticket buyers and
more than 2,900 individuals are volunteers. People come to the Center for performances,
exhibitions, films, classes, a wide variety of community events, or just to see friends and
enjoy a meal together.

MACC is a source of inspiration and a strength representing core values, a family and

community. The mission of the MACC is a gathering place where we celebrate
community, creativity and discovery. Ten years ago thousands of people made the
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Center a reality, and thanks to you and your funding support you’ve continued that, and I
ask you to continue it again.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Ms. Peterson. Members, questions for Ms. Peterson? Hearing
none, thank you very much for your testimony.

MS. PETERSON: Thank you.
CHAIR KANE: Warren Watanabe followed by Tom Liu.

MR. WATANABE: Good evening Members of the Budget Committee and Chairman Kane. My
name is Warren Watanabe, President of Maui County Farm Bureau. On behalf of the
Farm Bureau, we would like to thank you for your past support for our, for our grant
requests. And included in that grant request is assistance for our fellow organizations, the
Maui, Maui Onion Growers Association, Maui Aloha Aina Association, and the Maui
Association Landscape Professionals.

Included in our grant request for this coming fiscal year is also included a request from
the Maui Cattleman Association. And what we are trying to attempt to do is to
incorporate a total package for agriculture into the request. And also, I would also like to
express our support for CTAR and, you know, Dr. Harold Keyser’s presentation. As you
can see research and development is an important part for Maui agriculture and for the
County of Maui. You can see the results there, and that is a key element for our farmers
and for the future of ag on Maui.

As a related issue, as you are aware, farming cannot take place without land and water.
We have land available, but the problem is water. We request that your support for the
proposed budget for the Department of Water Supply, which includes the proposed rate
increase. Although, you know, I have stated in earlier testimony that, you know, there
are some fellas who, individual fellas who may have concerns about this but, again, we
do have alternatives to mitigate that impact currently going on in the State Legislature.

Also, for your information, why we feel it is critical that projects by the Department are
not delayed, is because of the, the crisis on the Federal level. President Bush, Bush’s
proposed budget for 2006 for the USDA Budget eliminates funding for our dual line
project. And that is, you know, is a very serious situation, and there are other projects
throughout the County that also, are also impacted by his, his proposed budget, and yet,
you know, we still have not completed the, the dual line, and we are, have started talks
about doing a similar project for the lower line, lower Kula line. That may not even
happen.

So we feel that for the sake of agriculture and, you know, for, you know, because the

people of Maui County say they want agriculture, and without this water system
improvements I see that, I see it as not happening. Thank you.
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CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Mr. Watanabe. Members, any questions? Hearing none, thank you
very much. Tom Liu. And Mr. Liu will be followed by John Arisumi.

MR. LIU: Thank you for this opportunity to talk to you. The whole thing?
CHAIR KANE: Yeah, the whole thing.

MR. LIU: Got it. Okay. I'm here as a resident of Kula, and I'd like to talk to you about the
tennis situation in the Kula area. I moved here a little more than a year ago from South
Carolina. There were a lot of tennis facilities, public court. . ., courses in South Carolina,
and I’ve also lived in New York, Wisconsin, North Carolina, and there’s no place like
this Island that I fell in love with the Upcountry here. And one of the thing that made up
my mind to move here is a trade off for the high cost of living, but the privilege of
playing tennis in a facility like the Kula community tennis courts. It is really a jewel.

I've played tennis in different parts of the world, lots of public courts. Anybody who
played there just, just are amazed at how beautiful a location it is. And the other thing
that really impressed me was that the courts is a public courts. And there are many public
courts around the Island here. And I can assure you, you can go look at it for yourself.
The courts in Kula are taken care by tennis players. They paint, and they paint the courts,
they paint the walls, they take care of the windscreens, they mow the lawns outside the
courts, and we take pride of it.

The frustrating point is for people who work, weekends generally is our time to play
tennis. Not only for, for ourself, but also spend time with your kids, and when the family
come to visit with our grandchildren. And it’s very frustrating that when you get out
there, there’s no courts available, and there are usually people waiting. And I ask you,
who really has the community as your main purpose, that we, the older generation, the
younger generation, that for your consideration for some more courts. Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Mr. Liu. Members, any questions? Hearing none, thank you for
your testimony.

MR. LIU: Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you. John Arisumi who will be followed by Terry McBarnet.

MR. ARISUMI: Shall I say good evening? Good evening, and thank you for giving me the
opportunity to say a few words tonight. First of all, I'd like to introduce the Upcountry
senior citizens. We have from Makawao Hongwanji, I forgot her name, one of the ladies

name is Jeannie Karimoto and . . .(Inaudible). . .whatever.

CHAIR KANE: Mr. Arisumi, speak into the microphone so we can year you. Yeah.
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MR. ARISUMI: --and we have from the Central Maui ILWU Pensions Club who, the people
who live up here Magdalena Sanchez, Dolores Garcia and Maria Prieto. That, that’s
almost 100 percent turnout Upcountry.

Well any. . ., anyway I had a couple of jokes to say, but I, I don’t think this is the time for
joke. How I got involved to be here speaking on behalf of the senior citizen is I joined
the MEO BAZZ(?) Club, and as President of the ILWU Central Maui Pensions Club, I'm
there as a member of the Executive Board. And that, that’s why, that’s why, you know,
I’ve been around a couple of meetings . . . (inaudible) . . . little bit. Try to keep the brains
rolling.

In anything, you know, as the population grows, you know, lately I’'ve been reading the
newspaper about how MEO started and when Joe Souki was the Executive Director they
call him or whatever, he bought the first limousine. You know, and that, that was as
second, second-hand limousine. And I think today there, there, there was a figure, but I
can’t think of it. I think it says that they have about 80 buses today. Am I right?

MS. BAISA (from the audience): Ninety-six. Ninety-six.

MR. ARISUMI: Ninety-six buses. So, you know, in anything we need money to operate, you
know, and we got to depend highly on you folks as counsel persons and, and see what
you folks can do --

MS. KAWASAKI: Three-minutes.

MR. ARISUMI: -- to help us with our transportation problem. We don’t have a problem
actually. MEO does a fantastic job and, of course, you know, in anything like MEO they
operate the bus now, gasoline is what $2.79, $2.89, you know, so I, I'm trying to be like
the airline executives blame everything on the gas. But MEO uses a lot of gas, and we
need whatever help we can get from the Council.

The senior citizen makes good use of this bus system. You know, I live in Kula. About
twice a week the bus comes up and pick up a few people and bring them down shopping
and then maybe they come down about, come pick them up about, about eight o’clock,
and by about one o’clock they home, you know. And if we stop running those buses
what are we going to do? Pretty soon I got to ride the bus too, because the Legislature
want to take may license away.

But anyway the buses are well equipped. You know, they have wheelchair vans, you
know, and just to make a long story short I made use of a wheelchair van when my wife
was sick. I had to take her go to Maui Memorial for, not, what you call that, the
treatment they take, I forget the name, but, cancer treatment. Anyway, unfortunately, the
bus was too rocky so, you know, the ride was bumpy. She couldn’t handle it, you know.
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CHAIR KANE: Mr. Arisumi, thank, we’ve, we’ve got to almost five minutes already. I go ask
you to --

MR. ARISUMI: Five minutes.
CHAIR KANE: Pau already, yeah?
MR. ARISUMI: No. No, pau yet. Little more pau.

CHAIR KANE: Mr. Arisumi, if I give you more then I gotta give everybody else more, and I
already limited everybody.

MR. ARISUMI: Well I was going to say the good part, but I'm not going to say it. I'm not
going to say the good part then. I was going to say, you know, lately the Council had a
nice raise, but that’s well deserving. You know, the tired kind of work you folks put in
day and night. You know, but other people grumble, but I think it’s well deserving. But
please do whatever you can to help MEO and keep us senior citizens happy. Thank you
very much.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Mr. Arisumi. Thank you very much. Thanks for your testimony.
Terry McBarnet followed by Karolyn Mossman.

MR. MCBARNET: Hi, my name is --
CHAIR KANE: .. .(Inaudible). .
MR. MCBARNET: How'’s that?
CHAIR KANE: Great.

MR. MCBARNET: Okay. Good evening, my name is Terry McBarnet. I'm here just as a
private citizen, and a person who lives in Upcountry Maui. I'm here to speak on two
subjects. The first subject is the tennis courts up in Kula. The, at this time, as you know,
we have two courts there, and we’d like to expand that if we can. The reason for the
expansion is primarily the, the use of the courts that are presently there. It’s a very busy
tennis court area. When it’s raining we have tradewind rains down in the valley. It’s
generally dry up here, and people down in the valley are starting to know that if you
come up here the courts will be dry and nice. So when it rains down there it gets very
crowded up here.

The other reason I think the expansion would be really helpful is that there is no youth
program up here for tennis. And tennis, as you know, is one of those kind of sports that
when you learn it in your youth you play it your whole life. It’s a lifelong sport. It's a
sport that requires very little expense, and so a lot of kids can get into it. And it’s also
one of those sports that rewards kids that work really hard. It’s a very technical sport. So
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even if you're not gifted as an athlete, if you’re determined to learn to play tennis you can
become a great tennis player.

And so I think there’s a lot of kids Upcountry who would benefit very much if we had
more courts Upcountry and, therefore, a youth pro...(CHANGE TAPE). . . primarily we
don’t have it, because you can never rely on the courts being available. So please do help
us, if you can, in expanding those tennis courts. We really would appreciate it, and I
think the community would benefit greatly.

The second subject that I wanted to speak on was the Maui Economic Development
Board, and I'm here as, just as a private citizen to support or to encourage your further
support for them. And as you know the MEDB, their primary mission is to help
encourage and diversify businesses here on Maui. And the way they do that is to help
students train specifically for the needs of, of, let’s say high tech or, or the diversified
businesses here on Maui. They help direct the students get the skills that are required that
satisfy the needs of those newer or expanding businesses here on Maui.

An example where we have touched onto MEDB’s success is with Pacific Biodiesel. At
Maui Oil Company, we work in conjunction with Pacific Biodiesel, which is recycling
cooking oil into a product that can then either be used 100 percent in the, as a fuel, or it
can be mixed with diesel, which we do and call it B20. And what we’ve been able to do,
and it’s been primarily my brother Alex who has really focused on this B20, and we’ve
gotten to the point now where all the biodiesel on Maui is being used. There is no back,
there’s no buildup of inventory. Any biodiesel that’s available is mixed into B20, and,
and it’s being used up. Landfills aren’t being burdened with this product. I mean we’re
getting good solid ener. . ., energy out of it.

And the reason I bring up Pacific Biodiesel is that MEDB was very instrumental in the
development in the early days of this new technology, this new business. They, through
networking and everything else, they helped them succeed in putting this all together, and
which they were able to do, and, and they're growing. Right now they’re growing.
They’re bringing new people in from the community, people from, thank you, people
with different skills. So anyhow, thank you very much for your time.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Mr. McBarnet. Members, any questions? Hearing none, thank you
for your testimony this evening. Next we have Karolyn Mossman, and if there’s anybody
else who has not testified here this evening that would like to, now is your opportunity to
come forward and sign up. Good evening, Ms. Mossman.

MS. MOSSMAN: Good evening, Chair, Chairman and all the Members. It’s nice to see you
again. We were on the other side where you were kind of needing our support for your
elections the last time I saw all of you together. Now we’re here begging you to, to help
us with some of the projects in Kula.
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We had a good slate of people, I'm Karolyn Mossman, and I'm President of the Kula
Community Association, and we’ve had a good slate of people with various priorities we
have, and I'm kind of the clean-up batter here with the, the laundry list of some of the
other items that we want you to consider, but by no means are these items not important.

The first is probably very important, and that is that we really need to make sure that the
County and District Planning Departments have enough money to adequately plan for the
resources needed for the long range planning and the plan updates and imple. . .,
implementations. To make sure citizen participation is included, and infrastructure
concurrency studies, inspection and compliance and monitoring. It’s really critical that
we do the planning process. I don’t want to say do it right this time, but do it better this
time.

We’ve, we've heard lots of complaints about how the planning was done, and then not
followed through or not implemented in the past, and I'm sure you’ve heard it as well.
And we want to make sure that the plans are concurrent with each other that we can have
good planning processes, and that we don’t overdevelop our valuable resources. And
that’s really critical for us.

Along with the planning issue we have, and those things need to start pretty soon, but, as
you are very well aware. But we have an important new dynamics in our community in
the Hawaiian Homelands projects that have come in. And we, we are very excited about
having them, we want to welcome them into our community, and we want that, the
Hawaiian Homelands and the rest of the Kula community to co-exist together well. And
to do that we need to really have integration on our planning for how, how it does that.

And sadly we, we’re not seeing a lot of integration sometimes in that. They’re doing
their thing, and, and the County does its thing, and sometimes we’re not spending enough
time talking together about what our needs are together. And we as an association have
reached out, and we have our, our liaisons with them and try and do that. But I think that
as a plan for our community we need to make sure that the Hawaiian Homelands is
integrated into the community in a thoughtful and, and beneficial way for all of us.

Along with that we were kind of disappointed that the outdoor lighting ordinance didn’t
make it through last time, and I know that it’s not a specific budget item, but we do want
to make sure that that tied, ties into the planning and everything that we’re looking for
that we get that, that bill through, and that we’re funding it to retrofit or do whatever
needs to be done within the street lighting areas in our community.

One of the benefits of living Upcountry in Kula is that you get to see the stars, and the
observatory at Haleakala is a resource that we value deeply, and we don’t, we need to
make sure that the, that we’re protecting that for a number of reasons. For security, for
defense, for whatever the all kinds of reasons, but primarily for a lot of us it’s, it’s
making sure that we keep that rural ambience that we have, value so much in Kula.

-34-



BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES
Council of the County of Maui

March 23, 2005 (Pukalani)

And then, of course, we have sidewalks and roads and other things that are on your list
there the, the trails and the bikeways, and all of the, these CIP projects that we, we need
to, to try and make sure we maintain. I saw in the Mayor’s Budget that he had in there
for resurfacing of roads, and I don’t know if that would include, it, it doesn’t specify
where, and 1 would hope that Kimo Drive would be in there. Kimo Drive is becoming
quite dangerous and needs to be repaved. So, thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Ms. Mossman. Members, any --

UNIDENTIFIED COUNCILMEMBER: We don’t have a copy. . .(inaudible). . .

CHAIR KANE: -- yeah, and before --

MS. MOSSMAN: Elliott, Elliot gave you the full list of all of our items on it, and she just
covered the ambulance.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: .. .(Inaudible). . .
CHAIR KANE: -- yeah, and we just wanted to follow-up that the --
MS. MOSSMAN: It’s not. . .(Inaudible). . .

CHAIR KANE: -- information given from Kula Community Association is primarily the water
issues, support for ag, budget priorities, closing statements.

MS. MOSSMAN: The budget priorities one should have two pages attached.

CHAIR KANE: Yeah, and we don’t have that.

MS. MOSSMAN: Okay. I'll make sure and get it to you.

CHAIR KANE: So, and then we have a question from Member Anderson, I believe.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: I think you, I think you just covered it. I think, we got two
of these on water rates, and they’re the same thing, so I'm wondering if you meant to
give us another list.

MS. MOSSMAN: Okay. We’ll check.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you. Any further questions for Ms. Mossman? Hearing none, thank you
very much for your testimony.

MS. MOSSMAN: All right.
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CHAIR KANE: Is there anybody else here this evening that has not testified that would like to
come forward? Thank you.

...END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. . .

CHAIR KANE: Seeing nobody else approaching, Members, for the record we have received
written testimony, one, from a Shawn Kiley of Aloha Solutions referencing the MEO
Micro-business Program and Core Four classes. And we also received another testimony
from Deborah Ortiz for the Makawao B Headstart Program.

Other than that, thank you very much to all of you for being here this evening. We
appreciate your comments, and we will be back on the road again. Ibelieve starting next
week we will be in Molokai. We’ll also be in the Chambers tomorrow morning also
discussing the rate studies. So those of you who have provided some discussion with
that, we’d like to see you down providing additional comments there. Thank you very
much to all of you for being here. This meeting of the Council’s Budget and Finance
Committee is adjourned. . . (gavel). . .

ADJOURN: 8:03 p.m.

bf:min:050323-pukalani Transcribed by: Jessica Cahill
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